CHAPTER X
CLIMAX (DAMASCUS, 1918)
Military problems. Riding to Shaikh Saad. Turkish retreat. Final
demolitions. Anxious moments. Left at the post. Harassing the fugitives.
Deraa. Meeting with British cavalry. Back to the Army again. Capture
of Damascus. Triumphal entry. Administrative arrangements. Local
resources. Currency. Advance to Aleppo. Leave to England. Foreign
Office
WE were now a complete unit again, with aero-
planes and armoured cars fully provisioned. Also
we had our tails well up, and sallied bravely forth
in broad daylight on the 23rd to make one more
break in the line between Nasib and Mafrak. This
was a repetition of the big demolition at Tel Arar,
though on a smaller scale, and resulted in more than
half a mile of line being out of action. The Turks
had roughly repaired the bridge blown up by Law-
rence from the armoured car on the i6th and it gave
us great pleasure to set light to their makeshift
trestles. The 24th was a quiet day, spent in moving
quietly back to Umm Taiyeh, where we had a
better chance of getting supplies. Lawrence and
Winterton made a raid on the line with the ar-
moured cars, but this was more for fun than any-
thing else, as there was no chance of the Turks
repairing the break we had made on the previous
day. During the night the Handley-Page came
over and bombed Mafrak station, according to plan,
and thus completed beyond redemption the ruin of
the railway south of Deraa.
The question now was what to do next, and we
held a pow-wow at Umm Taiyeh, while fifteen
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